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A small, one story frame house with exterior end chimneys,
The Napping is traditionally said to date from the seventeenth
century. While a small part of the oldest section of the existing
house might pre-date the rest, there are no moldings or similar
datable features thought to be of that early a date. The main
block of the house (the earlier house was enlarged in the middle
of this century by a long, one story frame addition at one end)
has features typical of the eighteenth century. Three bays wide
on both side elevations, it has nine-over-nine windows, exterior
end chimneys, and a five room first floor plan with a centered
rear stair hall. Most of its very attractive interior trim,
including chairrails, window and door facings and mantels, are
of a type found here in houses dating from the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. The principal first floor room,
like at Spye Park (CHAS-304), has exposed corner posts and wall
plates. Both this room and the rear hall display beaded exposed
ceiling joists. Various alterations were made to the house in
the nineteenth century, including the replacement of an earlier
and larger west end chimney. Of particular interest is an off-
centered cross gable on the front elevation that might be an early
or possibly original feature, though it appears more likely that
it was created when a former wing of the house on this side was

removed.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Napping, situated on a large tract of land on the east side of
Henson Landing Road about three miles from Port Tobacco, is a modest
frame house that is said to date from the seventeenth century.
Although, there is no discernable part of the existing fabric that
can be proven to be of that early a date, certain features suggest
that the house began as a single room dwelling that was enlarged in
the late eighteenth century.

The main part of the existing two-part structure is located at the
west end. The original front faces south and is three bays in width.
A transomed entrance occupies the center bay and is flanked by two
irregularly placed windows of nine-over-nine sash. On the front
slope of the roof is a cross gable framing a single window of six-
over-six sash. The gable is a rather curious feature of the house,
largely due to the fact that it is off-center on the roof and its
front wall is actually an upward extension of the front wall of the
house. In most instances where a cross gable has been added to the
roof, it sits back from the lower wall, retaining the eaves or
cornice that visually and physically separate one from the other. It
is possible that the cross gable of The Napping is an early if no*
original feature, but this could only be determined by an examina .a
of its framing and its relation with that of the house. It is more
likely, however, that it was created when a former wing of the house
was removed.

The north elevation of the main block, now the approach side, is also
three bays in width. Like the front it has a centered transomed door
flanked by two windows. The window to the left of the door frames
sash of nine-over-six panes, while that to the right is smaller,
appears to be of an earlier date, and frames sash of four-over-four
panes. The west end of the house has a single exterior chimney,
positioned toward the south end of this elevation, with stepped
shoulders and free-standing stack. Its design, as well as the fact
that its base is not bonded into the foundation walls of the house,
suggest that it was added in the nineteenth century. Irregularities
in the mixed fieldstone and English bond patterned brick foundation
walls indicate that a larger centered chimney might have preceeded
the existing chimney. Flanking the chimney base are two windows,
both of nine-over-nine sash. A single window in the gable to the
left of the stack is also of nine-over-nine sash. At the east end
of the house stand two exterior chimneys. The area of the chimneys
below the top of the shoulders is now covered by a later addition at
this end. Both of the chimney stacks have been rebuilt, but retain
their original free-standing plan.

Extending out from the east end of the original house is a long,
story addition that was built in the middle of this century. Both
parts of the house are currently sheathed with aluminum siding and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A small, one story frame house with exterior end chimneys, The Napping
is traditionally said to date from the seventeenth century. While a
small part of the oldest section of the existing house might pre-date
the rest, there are no moldings or similar datable features thought to
be of that early a date. The main block of the house (the earlier house
was enlarged in the middle of this century by a long, one story frame
addition at one end) has features typical of the eighteenth century.
Three bays wide on both side elevations, it has nine-over-nine windows,
exterior end chimneys, and a five room first floor plan with a centered
rear stair hall. Most of its very attractive interior trim, including

- chairrails, window and door facings and mantels, are of a type found
~here in houses dating from the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. The principal first floor room, like at Spye Park (CHAS-304),
has exposed corner posts and wall plates. Both this room and the rear
hall display beaded exposed ceiling joists. Various alterations were
made to the house in the nineteenth century, including the replacement
of an earlier and larger west end chimney. Of particular interest is an
off-centered cross gable on the front elevation that might be an early
or possibly original feature, though it appears more likely that it was
created when a former wing of the house on this side was removed.
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The Napping is located on a large tract of land identified as
Parcel 21, Map 54, Charles County Tax Maps (revised January 1976.)
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trim and have composition shingles on the roofs.

The first floor room configuration of the older part of the house

is of a regionally popular and basically eighteenth century design,
with two large front rooms, a centered rear stair hall and two small
adjoining rooms. Like Spye Park (CHAS-304), the larger southwest
rooms appears to pre-date the rest and has exposed corner posts and
wall plates,generally a typical feature of pre-1750 area architecture.
This same room also has exposed beaded ceiling joists, a feature
repeated in the rear hall. It is probable that the other rooms also
had exposed joists but that these were covered over with plaster
during later renovations. All of the trim on the first floor level
is of a type datable to the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth
century, including two-piece window and door surrounds, chairrails
and mantels. The stair rises along the east wall of the hall behind
a curtain wall of vertical boards.

To the north and west of the house are several sheds. Two are
constructed using hewn framing members salvaged from other buildings.
Another, a small cabin, appears to be of the late-nineteenth or early-
twentieth century, but its exterior appearance suggests an earlier
date. A fourth building, possibly the oldest but one which may be

a partial or total reconstruction, is directly north of the house.

It is a heavily timbered structure, with unusually wide wall posts
framing the window and door. The roof, however, is twentieth century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Napping is a small one and one half storey dwelling
with a charming character all its own.

Three bays in lenghh at both the north and south elevations
the house posesses an A frame roof running east to west with a
There are two exterior chimneys at
the east end and ansingle exterior chimney at the west end but
slightly off center. All three chimneys have free standing

cross gable at both sides.

stacks.

At the north elevation the windows are narrov with the
window closest to the n.w. corner a four over four pane guillotine
and the window closest to the n.e. corner a nine over nine guil-
lotine. The center door is of batten design with a five pane
transome. The cross gable also possesses a small window.

To the east end is a one storey addition of twentieth cen-
tury date. It has an A roof ending in a hip at the east end.
The wing is four bays in length at the N. elevation.

Near the house are two early outbuildings one appearing to
be a slave cabin. Both out buildings, like the house, are of
frame construction. On the driveway to the house is a very
interesting tobacco barn probably erected circa 1800 and in

excellent condition.
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Barly land records show a house to have existed on the
site as early as 1659.
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CHAS-108
THE NAPPING; South Front
J.R.Rivoire, 1978
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THE NAPPING; West End.
J.R.Rivoire, 1978
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THE NAPPING; View From N,We—
J.R.Rivoire, 1978



